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Final Rejection 
Response to Amendment 

1 . It is hereby acknowledged that the following papers have been received and 
placed on record in the file: Amendment as received on 5-5-2005. 

2. Claims 1-13, 15-27, 29, and 30 have been examined. 
Status of Claims: 

3. Claims 1, 2, 5, 8-13, 15, 17-19, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Gettemy et al., Patent #6,603,469, hereinafter Gettemy. 

4. Claims 3, 6, 16, 20, 21, 23-27, and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Gettemy and Kim, Patent #5,670,972. 

5. Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gettemy, Kim, and Petty et al., Patent #6,546,263, hereinafter Petty. 

6. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gettemy 
and Petty et al., Patent #6,546,263, hereinafter Petty. 

7. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gettemy, 
Kim, and Friesen, Patent #6,496,884. 

8. Claims 14 and 28 has been cancelled by the applicant. 

Election/Restrictions 

9. The claims that were previously restricted into groups of Claims 1-12, 14-19 and 
28-30 (group I) and Claim 20-27 (group II), are now notice to be linked by the added 
claim 29. The restriction has been lifted and all claims are presently under examination. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

10. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

11. Claims 1, 2, 5, 8-13, 15, 17-19, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Gettemy et al., Patent #6,603,469, hereinafter Gettemy. 

12. With regard to claim 1 , which teaches a method, comprising: detecting a fault 
condition, Gettemy teaches, in column 2, lines 15-20, detecting when the battery falls 
below a certain predefined threshold. With regard to claim 1 , further teaching 
determining a solution for correcting the fault condition, Gettemy teaches, in column 2, 
lines 15-25, providing a message that allows the user to change the display to prolong 
battery life. With regard to claim 1 , further teaching providing a graphical depiction, 
which illustrates the solution to the fault condition, wherein the graphical depiction is 
displayed on a display device, Gettemy teaches, in column 2, lines 15-25, providing a 
message, on the display screen, that allows the user to change the display to prolong 
battery life. With regard to claim 1 , further teaching determining a highly probable 
solution for connecting said fault, Gettemy teaches, in column 2, lines 15-28 and in 
figures 7-9, displaying a graphical depiction to the user suggesting switching the display 
to a monochrome mode. With regard to claim 1 , further teaching determining a further 
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solution for correcting said fault and providing a further graphical detection which 
illustrates the further solution, Gettemy teaches, in column 9, lines 18-29, column 2, 
lines 15-28, and in figures 7-9, that if the display is already in monochrome mode and 
the battery energy level still falls below the critical level, then a critically low battery 
warning is provided to the user (telling them they need to charge). 

1 3. With regard to claim 2, which teaches the fault condition being one of lack of 
connectivity, lack of alternating current electrical source, and low battery power, 
Gettemy teaches, in column 2, lines 15-20, detecting when the battery falls below a 
certain predefined threshold. 

14. With regard to claims 5, 10, and 17, which teach the graphical depiction being 
one of static depiction and a animated depiction, Gettemy teaches, in column 2, lines 
15-25 and in figure 10, providing a message, on the display screen, in the form of a 
static message. 

15. With regard to claim 8, which teaches a method comprising: providing a help 
routine including a list of functions an apparatus is capable of performing, Gettemy 
teaches, in column 2, lines 15-25 and in figures 7-9, providing a message, on the 
display screen, that allows the user to change the display to prolong battery life, the 
functions the user is capable of performing are to <place in monochrome display mode> 
or <maintain display in color mode>. With regard to claim 8, further teaching receiving a 
selection of a particular function, Gettemy teaches, in column 2, lines 15-20, column 9, 
lines 5-17, and in figures 9 and 10, the receipt of a user selection of a command to 
leave in color or to change to mono. With regard to claim 8, further teaching displaying 



Application/Control Number: 10/014,308 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2173 

a graphical depiction of at least one step for activating the particular function on a 
display device of the apparatus, Gettemy teaches, in column 2, lines 15-20, column 9, 
lines 5-17, and in figures 9 and 10, the receipt of a user selection, through a graphical 
depiction of options, of command to leave in color or to change to mono, this function is 
then carried out. 

16. With regard to claim 9, which teaches providing a display suitable for a user to 
perform a first step in activating the particular function, Gettemy teaches, in column 2, 
lines 15-20, column 9, lines 5-17, and in figures 9 and 10, the user providing a selection 
through a graphical depiction of options. 

17. With regard to claims 1 1 and 18, which teach the graphical depiction being in 
color, Gettemy teaches, in column 2, lines 15-20, the use of a color display. 

18. With regard to claims 12 and 19, which teaches the apparatus being at least one 
of a cellular telephone, a personal digital assistant, a monitor, television, a remote, 
control, a computer, a CD player, a DVD player, a digital storage medium player and a 
network device, Gettemy teaches, in column 1 , line 66 through column 2, line 4, the 
system being implemented in a cell phone, PDA, etc. 

19. With regard to claim 13, which teaches an apparatus, comprising: detecting 
means for detecting a fault connection, Gettemy teaches, in column 2, lines 15-20, 
determining if the battery falls below a certain predefined threshold before displaying the 
options screen. With regard to claim 13, further teaching a controller coupled to the 
determining means, a memory coupled to the controller, and a display device coupled to 
the controller, Gettemy teaches, in column 6, lines 25-63, and in figure 5, the circuitry of 
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the computer system comprising a processor, a controller, a memory unit, a display 
device, etc. all connected together. With regard to claim 13, further teaching displaying 
to the user an appropriate depiction of a probable solution, if a fault condition is 
detected, Gettemy teaches, in column 2, lines 15-25, providing a message, on the 
_ display screen, that allows the user to change the display to prolong battery life, upon 
determination that the message is necessary. 

20. With regard to claim 15, which teaches the detecting means including an 
interface capable of receiving an input from a user that instruction in necessary 
regarding activating a function of the apparatus, Gettemy teaches, in column 2, lines 15- 

20, column 9, lines 5-17, and in figures 9 and 10, the receipt of a user selection, through 
a graphical depiction of options, of command to leave in color or to change to mono, this 
function is then carried out. 

21 . With regard to claims 30, teaching determining a first highly probable solution 
and further if the highly probable solution does not correct the fault determining a further 
solution and providing a graphical depiction which illustrates, Gettemy teaches, in 
column 2, lines 15-36 and in figures 7-9, detecting when the battery falls below a certain 
predefined threshold; and providing a message that allows the user to change the 
display to prolong battery life, thereby providing the user with an indication of a means 
to prolong his/her battery life (solution to the problem), if the user however doesn't 
choose to take this solution the device can automatically make the change for the user if 
it reaches a lower critical level (see column 7, lines 38-47), further Gettemy teaches, in 
column 9, lines 18-29, column 2, lines 15-28, and in figures 7-9, the system further 
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having an additional battery warning system that if the display is already in monochrome 
mode and the battery energy level still falls below the critical level it provides the user 
with a critically low battery warning (indicating that it is past the display change solution 
and is now time to charge). 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

22. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

23. Claims 3, 6, 16, 20, 21, 23-27, and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Gettemy and Kim, Patent #5,670,972. 

24. With regard to claims 3 and 16, Gettemy teaches a system for detecting faults 
and providing graphical displays, which illustrate a solution (see column 2, lines 15-25). 
Gettemy, however, doesn't specifically disclose the use of this type of trouble-shooting 
used for detecting an absence of a signal. Kim, teaches, a system that provides the 
user with a graphical depiction of help information, but further teaches the system 
detecting the absence of a signal (see column 1, lines 20-30 and lines 50-63 and in 
column 6, lines 50-55). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, 
having the teachings of Gettemy and Kim before him at the time the invention was 
made to modify the trouble-shooting system of Gettemy to include the detection of 
missing signals as did Kim. One would have been motivated to make such a 
combination because the detection and notification system of Gettemy could lack an 



Application/Control Number: 10/014,308 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2173 

input from a PC, to the PDA which is gaining information through the cradle, as shown 
in column 6, lines 16-24. 

25. With regard to claim 6, Gettemy teaches a system for detecting faults and 
providing graphical displays, which illustrate a solution (see column 2, lines 15-25). 
Gettemy, however, doesn't specifically disclose the use of his type of trouble shooting 
used for detecting an absence of a video signal. Kim, teaches, a system that provides 
the user with a graphical depiction of help information, similar to that of Gettemy, but 
further teaches the system detecting the absence of a video signal (see column 1 , lines 
20-30 and lines 50-63). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, 
having the teachings of Gettemy and Kim before him at the time the invention was 
made to modify the trouble-shooting system of Gettemy to include the detection of 
missing video signals as did Kim. One would have been motivated to make such a 
combination because the detection and notification system of Gettemy could lack an 
input from a PC, to the PDA which is gaining information through the cradle, as shown 
in column 6, lines 16-24. 

26. With regard to claim 20, Gettemy teaches a housing including a display (see 
column 4, lines 48-51, a connector disposed on the housing (see column 4, lines 48- 
52), and a system that detects solutions to problems with the device and provides a 
graphical depiction of the solutions to the user (see column 2, lines 15-28 and figures 7- 
9). Gettemy, however, doesn't teach the determined fault being of whether a 
connection is made with a connector and displaying a pictorial solution providing should 
it be detected that a proper connection is not made. Kim teaches, a system that 
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provides the user with a graphical depiction of help information in a self-diagnostic 
system, similar to that of Gettemy, but further teaches the system detecting the absence 
of a video signal and providing the user with a pictorial image to confirm whether the 
proper connection is made (see column 1, lines 20-30 and lines 50-63 and in column 6, 
lines 50-55). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of Gettemy and Kim before him at the time the invention was made to modify 
the trouble-shooting system of Gettemy to include the detection of missing video signals 
as did Kim. One would have been motivated to make such a combination because the 
detection and notification system of Gettemy could lack an input from a PC, to the PDA 
which gains information through the cradle, as shown in column 6, lines 16-24. 

27. With regard to claim 21, which teaches means for displaying being capable of 
displaying a graphical depiction of the solution on the display, Gettemy teaches, in 
column 2, lines 15-25, providing a message (graphical depiction), on the display screen, 
that allows the user to change the display to prolong battery life. Kim teaches a similar 
graphical depiction as stated above in claim 20. 

28. With regard to claims 23, which teaches the housing being at least one of a 
monitor, a television, a computer, a personal digital assistant, a DVD player, a CD 
player, a digital storage medium player and a network device, Gettemy teaches, in 
column 1, line 66 through column 2, line 4, the system being implemented in a cell 
phone, PDA, etc. 
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29. With regard to claim 24, which teaches the means for displaying being disposed 
in a housing with the display, Gettemy teaches in column 4, lines 57-61, the display 
being in the cover of the system. 

30. With regard to claim 25, which teaches means for displaying further displaying a 
message indicating that a proper connection is made with the connector when the 
detecting means detects the proper connection is made with the connector, Kim 
teaches, in column 1 , lines 50-65 and in column 6, lines 50-55, the display of a 
message in the self-diagnostic system indicating a status of the connection. 

31 . With regard to claim 26, Gettemy teaches a housing including a display (see 
column 4, lines 48-51, a connector disposed on the housing (see column 4, lines 48- 
52), and a system that detects solutions to problems with the device and provides a 
graphical depiction (iconographical depiction) of the solutions to the user (see column 2, 
lines 15-28 and figures 7-9). Gettemy, however, doesn't teach the determined fault 
being of whether a connection is made with a connector and displaying a pictorial 
solution providing should it be detected that a proper connection is not made. Kim 
teaches, a system that provides the user with a graphical depiction of help information 
in a self-diagnostic system, similar to that of Gettemy, but further teaches the system 
detecting the absence of a video signal and providing the user with a pictorial image to 
confirm whether the proper connection is made (see column 1 , lines 20-30 and lines 50- 
63 and in column 6, lines 50-55). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art, having the teachings of Gettemy and Kim before him at the time the invention 
was made to modify the trouble-shooting system of Gettemy to include the detection of 
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missing video signals, as did Kim. One would have been motivated to make such a 
combination because the detection and notification system of Gettemy could lack an 
input from a PC, to the PDA which gains information through the cradle, as shown in 
column 6, lines 16-24. 

32. With regard to claim 27, which teaches means for displaying further displaying a 
message indicating that a proper connection is made with the connector when the 
detecting means detects the proper connection is made with the connector, Kim 
teaches, in column 1 , lines 50-65 and in column 6, lines 50-55, the display of a 
message in the self-diagnostic system indicating a status of the connection. 

33. With regard to claim 29, Gettemy teaches a system for detecting faults and 
providing graphical displays, which illustrate a solution (see column 2, lines 15-25). 
Gettemy, however, doesn't specifically disclose the detection of a proper connection 
with a connector. Kim, teaches, a system that provides the user with a graphical 
depiction of help information, but further teaches the system detecting the absence of a 
signal, and whether or not the cable is connected to (see column 1 , lines 20-30 and 
lines 50-65). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of Gettemy and Kim before him at the time the invention was made to modify 
the trouble-shooting system of Gettemy to include the detection of missing signals as 
did Kim. One would have been motivated to make such a combination because the 
detection and notification system of Gettemy could lack an input from a PC, to the PDA 
which is gaining information through the cradle, as shown in column 6, lines 16-24. 
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34. Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gettemy, Kim, and Petty et al., Patent #6,546,263, hereinafter Petty. 

35. With regard to claim 22, Gettemy and Kim teach a system for displaying solutions 
to issues in the computer system on the display, but don't specifically teach the 
solutions being animated on the display. Petty teaches a system for providing a visual 
representation of a plurality of faults/conditions that can be present on a system, similar 
to that of Gettemy and Kim, however, Petty further teaches, in column 3, line 54 through 
column 4, line 7 and in figure 1b, a icon that rotates through states to display a 
corresponding updated status of the system battery power (providing an indication of 
when to charge). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having 
the teachings of Gettemy, Kim, and Petty before him at the time the invention was made 
to modify trouble-shooting system of Gettemy and Kim to include the animated depiction 
of the fault, as did Petty. One would have been motivated to make such a combination 
because this provides the user with a better representation of exactly how much time 
they have before they must charge the system. 

35. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gettemy 
and Petty et al., Patent #6,546,263, hereinafter Petty. 

36. With regard to claim 4, Gettemy teaches a system for detecting faults and 
providing graphical displays, which illustrate a solution (see column 2, lines 15-25). 
Gettemy, however, doesn't specifically disclose the removing of the graphical depiction 
from the display device when the fault condition has been corrected. Petty teaches a 
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system for providing a visual representation of a plurality of faults/conditions that can be 
present on a system, similar to that of Gettemy, however, Petty further teaches 
removing the graphical depiction from the display when it is no longer in fault (see 
column 3, line 54 through column 4, Iine7). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Gettemy and Petty before him at the 
time the invention was made to modify trouble-shooting system of Gettemy to include 
the removal of the graphical depiction of the fault upon correction. One would have 
been motivated to make such a combination because there would be no purpose to 
display the fault correction screen if the fault no longer exists. 

37. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gettemy, 
Kim, and Friesen, Patent #6,496,884. 

38. With regard to claim 7, Gettemy teaches a system for detecting faults and 
providing graphical displays, which illustrate a solution (see column 2, lines 15-25). 
Gettemy, however, doesn't specifically disclose the graphical depiction including a 
color-coded monitor cable being plugged into a color-coded connector. Kim, teaches, a 
system that provides the user with a graphical depiction of help information, but further 
teaches the system detecting the absence of a video signal, possibly because of a lack 
of a connection between a signal cable and a cable connector (see column 1 , lines 20- 
30 and lines 50-63 and in column 6, lines 50-55). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Gettemy and Kim before him at the time 
the invention was made to modify the trouble-shooting system of Gettemy to include the 
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detection of missing video signals as did Kim. One would have been motivated to make 
such a combination because the detection and notification system of Gettemy could 
lack an input from a PC, to the PDA which is gaining information through the cradle, as 
shown in column 6, lines 16-24. Gettemy and Kim, however, don't teach the user of 
color-coded monitor cables being plugged into a color-coded connector. Friesen 
teaches a system of connecting a system to a monitor as did Gettemy and Kim, but 
further teaches color-coded cables being plugged into color-coded ports (as is 
frequently used in the art, ex. component video) (see column 2, lines 31-55). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Gettemy, 
Kim, and Friesen before him at the time the invention was made to modify the trouble- 
shooting system of Gettemy and Kim to include the color-coded connection system of 
Friesen. One would have been motivated to make such a combination because this 
would help to further limit confusion of the user and minimize faults. 

Response to Arguments 

39. The arguments filed on 5-5-2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Reasons set forth below. 

40. Applicant's argued the restriction requirement with traverse in the reply filed on 
10-13-04, claim 29 was further added as a linking claim and now links the two groups. 
The restriction requirement has since been withdrawn. 

41 . The applicants' argue that the Gettemy reference doesn't teach a solution when 
teaching asking the user to change the display, mode. 
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42. In response, the examiner respectfully submits that Gettemy teaches, in column 
2, lines 15-28 and in figures 7-9, displaying a graphical depiction to the user suggesting 
switching the display to a monochrome mode, thereby providing the user with an 
indication of a solution to the problem of a dying battery, prolonging its battery life. 

43. The applicants' argue that there is no determination of a further solution, and that 
the second solution is the same as the first. 

44. In response, the examiner respectfully submits that Gettemy teaches, in column 
2, lines 15-28 and in figures 7-9, displaying a graphical depiction to the user suggesting 
switching the display to a monochrome mode, Gettemy further teaches, in column 9, 
lines 18-29, column 2, lines 15-28, and in figures 7-9, that if the display is already in 
monochrome mode and the battery energy level still falls below the critical level, then a 
critically low battery warning is provided to the user (telling them they need to charge). 
The Gettemy system provides the user with the initial solution that will hopefully prolong 
the battery long enough, but should it not suffice a further indication of a need to charge 
is provided. 

45. The applicants' argue that Gettemy doesn't provide a help routine including a list 
of functions the apparatus is capable of performing. 

46. In response, the examiner respectfully submits that Gettemy teaches, in column 
2, lines 15-25 and in figures 7-9, providing a message, on the display screen, that 
allows the user to change the display to prolong battery life, the functions the user is 
capable of performing are to <place in monochrome display mode> or <maintain display 
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in color mode>. This provides the user, should the battery be detected to be low 
enough, with a help routine to place the display in a state that prolongs battery life. 

47. The applicants' argue that Kim doesn't teach a solution to a problem. 

48. In response, the examiner respectfully submits that that Kim teaches a "self- 
diagnostic arrangement" that uses pictorials to provide the user with an indication of 
why there is an error on a display, therefor directing the user to the solution to the 
problem of not having a video display (see column 1, lines 50-65 and column 6, lines 
50-55). 

49. The applicants' argue that there is no teaching in the references, which would 
lead to providing a graphical depiction of a color-coded monitor cable being plugged into 
a color coded connector. 

50. In response, the examiner respectfully submits that Gettemy, in column 2, lines 
15-36, which teaches detecting a fault and providing a message that allows the user to 
change the display to prolong battery life, thereby providing the user with an indication 
of a means to prolong his/her battery life (solution to the problem). Kim teaches, in 
column 1 , lines 50-65 and in lines 20-25, a video display capable of self diagnosis, 
where several pictorial representations are displayed on the screen to show the user 
whether the monitor is connected or disconnected so as to show the user the cause of 
the lack of picture, similar to the teaching of Gettemy, where the lack of picture could 
possibly because of a lack of a connection between a signal cable and a cable 
connector (see column 1 , lines 20-30 and lines 50-63 and in column 6, lines 50-55). 
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This is further supplemented by the Friesen reference teaching, in column 2, lines 31- 
51 , the use of color-coded monitor cables (as is frequently known in the art, ex. 
component video). The combination of these references is obvious, given the similar 
depictions of fault solutions of Gettemy and Kim, and further the use of color-coded 
monitor cables, of Friesen, for a display similar to that of Kim. 
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Conclusion 

51 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dennis G. Bonshock whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4047. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 6:30 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m. 

52. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (571) 272-4048. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

53. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic, 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




JOHN CABECA 
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